Borough  of  Keighley 


Annual  Report 

on  the  work  of  the 

Health  Services 

1941 


Keighley 


9t atber  Bros..  Hanover  Stse?! 


2 


BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


Health  Committee. 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  :  Aid  JOSEPH  DENBY,  J.P.  (ex-officio). 
Chairman  :  Councillor  E.  WH ALLEY.  J.P. 
Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  E.  HUTCHINSON. 

A  lder ma  n  M .  C A  EROLL . 

Councillor  F.  BAXENDALL. 

Councillor  E.  E.  HOOPER. 

Councillor  J.  PROCTER. 

Councillor  W.  SMITH  (E.),  J.P. 

Councillor  O.  SMITH. 

Councillor  J.  W.  WARDLE,  J.P. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  :  Aid.  JOSEPH  DENBY,  J.P.  (ex-officio). 

Chairman  :  Councillor  E.  E.  HOOPER. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  J.  PROCTER  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  together  with  four  Co-opted  Members. 


LADY  HAGGAS,  J.P. 
Mrs.  H.  S.  CLOUGH 
Mrs.  T.  GROVES 
Mrs.  E.  McNULTY 
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Co-opted  Members. 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

H.  MAIN  WARING  HOLT,  Esq.,  T.D.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  (Lond.), 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Leeds). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 
Miss  ISABELLA  SIM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  : 

Mrs.  FLORENCE  MURIEL  LOUISE  HOLT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  Consultant  : 

Mrs.  R.  H.  B.  ADAMSON,  M.D..  B.S.,  F.R.C.O.G. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  THOMAS  LINDSAY,  M.S.I.A.fJ§f 

Director  of  Cleansing  : 

Mr.  C.  ROBINSON,  M.Inst.P.C. 
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District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Mr.  BAILEY  THORNTON,  M.S.I.A.** 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ASA  BAILEY,  M.S.I.A.** 

Mr.  BERT  CLEAR,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I.:;  J§  + 

Mr.  ROBERT  CHADWICK,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I.f{§|| 

(Resigned  31.8.41.) 

Mr.  ARTHUR  HOWARD,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I.,  A.I.S.E.  fj§  + 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

(serving  with  H.M.  Forces) . 
Mr.  MAURICE  FAWCETT,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I.f 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  H.  A.  SHUTT. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  D.  S.  McCON V1LLE . 

Miss  M.  H.  MITCHELL  (Part-time).  (Resigned  9.7.41) . 

Miss  M.  SHIPLEY  (Part-time) . 

Miss  L.  GRUNDY  (Part-time). 

Miss  L.  V.  ATKIN  (Resigned  30.4.41). 

Miss  D.  WEATHERHEAD  (Appointed  1.5.41.) 

Miss  W.  RADCLIFFE  (Appointed  15. 9.41). 

Chief  Clerk  : 

Mr.  LESLIE  C.  HODGKISS. 

Clerks  : 

Mr.  KENNETH  WEATHERHEAD. 

Miss  LYDIA  M.  TERRY. 

Miss  MARIE  DAVY. 

Miss  BETTY  STANWORTH. 

Mr.  ALLAN  CROWTHER  (Serving  with  H.M.  Forces) . 

Miss  MARY  COTTERILL  (Part-time). 

Miss  MURIEL  LEIGHTON. 

Miss  BETTIE  GORDON  (Appointed  20.1. 41). 

♦Certificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

f Certificate  of  the  R.San.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 
Board. 

J Certificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection. 

Certificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

||Cerlificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings 
and  Public  Works. 

f Certificate  of  Liverpool  University  for  Sanitary  Science. 

+  Certificate  of  City  and  Guilds  London  Institute  for  Boiler  House  Practice. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Gentlemen,  -  - 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Health  Services  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1941 . 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  general  health  of  the  population  of 
the  town  continues  to  maintain  a  very  high  level  ;  the  incidence 
of  Scabies,  a  condition  associated  with  the  movement  of  infected 
persons  in  war-time,  is  being  steadily  and  successfully  combated  ; 
though  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  showed  some  increase  it  never  de¬ 
veloped  beyond  the  sporadic  stage  ;  none  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  approached  epidemic  proportions,  but  the  number  of  deaths 
from  cancer  is  on  the  increase,  this  is  to  be  expected  in  relation  to 
the  “ ageing' ’  of  the  population. 

The  supervision  of  the  handling  and  distribution  of  food  has 
constituted  one  of  the  greatest  activities  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  during 
the  year  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  facilities  asked  for 
have  been  provided.  Further  steps,  however,  will  be  necessary  in 
certain  cases  before  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  2198  are  complied  with. 

.The  town  was  fortunate  in  only  having  one  fatal  street  acci¬ 
dent  during  the  year. 

The  Public  Health  Department  continues  to  absorb  a  number 
of  wartime  activities  amongst  which  are  Communal  Feeding, 
A.R.P.  Casualty  Services  and  a  Day  Nursery.  The  War-time  Day 
Nursery,  “Woodbine,"  Skipton  Road,  Keighley,  was  opened  by 
His  Worship  the  Mayor  on  November  24th,  1941. 

I  am  grateful  to  my  staff  for  the  loyal  co-operation  and  sup¬ 
port  I  continue  to  enjoy. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  HOLT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Lowfield  House, 

Town  Hall  Square, 

Keighley. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY . 

A.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  population  according  to  the  Registrar’s  Estimate  for  1941 
is  56,090. 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  18,396.  The 
rateable  value  is  £368,200,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  Penny 
Rate,  £1,380. 

PRINCIPAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  weekly  average  number  of  persons  registered  as  unem¬ 
ployed  during  the  year  was  136,  and  in  Haworth  24,  which  on 
comparison  with  the  previous  year  will  show  a  very  considerable 
improvement. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  711,  28  of 
these  being  still-births.  The  Birth  Rate  is  10.89. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  for  the  year  are  804.  The 
Death  Rate  is  14.33. 

STREET  ACCIDENTS. 

There  was  1  fatal  road  accident  during  the  year. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  infants  dying  under  one  year  of  age  is  35.  The 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  49.26  per  1,000  births  registered. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  women  dying  directly  as  a  result  of  child-birth 
is  4.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  5.63. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  natural  increase  or  decrease  per  1,000  of  the  population 
is  minus  3.44. 

Poor  Relief  administered  amounted  to  £1 1 ,982  1  Is.  3d. 
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B -GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH. 

1.— HOSPITALS  PROVIDED. 

The  Hospital  Services  remain  the  same. 

Fever  Hospitals. — The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Keighley,  Bingley  and  Shipley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks. 


Para-Typhoid  Fever  .  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  46 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  .  15 

Erysipelas  ...  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms  .  1 

Dysentery  .  6 


Total  167 


Smallpox  Hospitals. — Accommodation  is  the  same. 

Tuberculosis  Sanatoria. — Facilities  remain  the  same. 

Maternity  Hospitals. — The  number  of  confinements  in  the 
County  Hospital  was  207. 

Children’s  Hospitals. — Facilities  are  the  same. 

2. —AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  same  facilities  are  available. 

3.— CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

School  Clinics. — See  Annual  Report  of  School  Medical  Officer. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. — Details  of  these  services 
are  the  same. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Ophthalmic  Clinic  and  Ultra  Violet  Clinic. 

— See  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

Dental  Clinic. — No  important  change  has  been  made  in  the 
services  available. 

Scabies  Clinic. — Special  facilities  are  in  operation  for  the 
treatment  of  Scabies  ;  during  the  year  687  cases  were  treated,  a 
table  of  the  results  of  treatment  is  included  in  this  Report. 


Table  of  Results  of  Treatment  for  Scabies  in  the  Borough  during  1941. 


No.  of  Individual  Cases 
Treated. 

No.  of  Contacts 
Treated. 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  under 

No.  Re-infected. 

No.  requiring 
more  than 
one  course  oi 
Treatment. 

Left  the 
District. 

No.  of  failures  with 
Sulphur  Ointment. 

Method  of  Treatment. 

observation, 

31.12.41 

Contacts  not 
Treated. 

Fresh  exposure 
to  infection. 

Evacuees. 

Proscabin 

79  Men 

3 

77 

0 

,3 

1 

3 

0 

7 

0 

203  Women 

0 

188 

11 

3 

5 

12 

6 

48 

0 

40  Infants 

8 

36 

0 

0 

2 

4 

4 

9 

0 

309  School  Children 

25 

290 

i 

80 

7 

0 

18 

49 

0 

Sulphur  Ointment 

56  School  Children 

0 

12 

2 

3 

1 

0 

8 

5 

34 

687 

36 

603 

14 

39 

16 

19 

36 

118 

34 

1 
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Details  of  Dental  Treatment  of  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Patients. 

Attendances .  149 

Patients  /  35 

Dental  Treatment  of  Toddlers. 

Attendances  .  34 

Patients  ..^  ...  .  27 

Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. — See  Annual  Re¬ 
port  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Home  Helps. — The  details  of  this  service  are  the  same  as  those 
shown  previously.  15  applications  for  the  services  of  "Home- 
Helps’'  were  received  and  appropriately  dealt  wuth. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  Consultant. — 1  case  attended  the  con¬ 
sultant  in  Leeds  during  1941. 

Mothercraft  Classes. — The  average  attendance  was  30. 

4  and  5.— PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  AND  MIDWIVES. 

Details  of  these  services  arc  the  same. 


6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

367  specimens  from  Hospitals  •  and  general  practitioners  and 
824  from  the  Public  Health  Department  have  been  submitted  to 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

181  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  by  the  Waterworks 
Engineer  for  bacteriological  examination. 

RAINFALL. 

The  total  annual  rainfall  as  measured  in  the  gauge  situated  at 
the  Public  Abattoir  is  as  follows  : 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 


2.71  inches 
4.14  , 

3.79  „ 

2.55  „ 

2.01  „ 
0.16  „ 
2.40  „ 


August  ... 

...  -  4.28  inches 

September  ... 
October 
November  ... 
December  ... 

.  0.71  ,, 

.  4.76  ,, 

.  3.14  ,, 

.  1.99  „ 

Total  32.64 

7. — PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

See  front  page. 

8.— LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

See  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1936. 

9.— SCHOOLS. 

See  separate  report  on  the  School  Medical  Services. 

C -PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

1. —NOTIFIABLE  infectious  diseases. 

236  visits  of  investigation  were  paid  and  130  for  the  purpose 
of  disinfection. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified. 

(a)  Measles. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  11 2.  4 

deaths  were  registered. 

(b)  Whooping  Cough. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  154. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

(c)  Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  51.  No 
deaths  were  registered.  90%  of  the  notified  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital. 

(d)  Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  83.  1 

death  (civilian)  occurred  and  97.6%  of  the  notified  cases  were  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital. 
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(e)  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — 15  cases  were  notified,  which  were 
removed  to  hospital.  There  were  2  deaths  (civilian) . 

(f)  Para-Typhoid  Fever. — 2  cases  were  notified  and  removed 
to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

(g)  Zymotic  Enteritis  (Summer  Diarrhoea). — -No  cases  came  to 
the  notice  of  the  Department. 

(h)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 2  cases  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  and  they  were  followed  up. 

(d)  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — -4  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

(j)  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia. — 79  cases  were 
notified.  The  deaths  registered  numbered  53. 

(k)  Tuberculosis. — 35  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 

received,  Non-Pulmonary  cases  notified  being  19.  30  Pulmon¬ 

ary  and  10  Non-Pulmonary  deaths  were  registered. 

(l)  Influenza. — There  were  8  deaths  certified  from  this  disease. 

(m)  Erysipelas. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  10.  There 
was  1  death. 

(,n)  Dysentery. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  26.  There 
were  5  deaths. 

2.— CANCER— MALIGNANT  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  113.  The  number  of 
patients  admitted  from  Keighley  to  the  Radium  Therapy  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary  totalled  46  and  the  total 
number  of  days  stay  amounted  to  649.  Similar  arrangements 
exist  for  treatment  as  shown  previously. 

D.-MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

1  .—ADMINISTRATION. 

The  clinic  facilities  are  the  same  as  shown  in  last  year’s  report. 

Notification  of  Births. 

Number  notified  711.  Of  these  7  were  illegitimate  and  28 
were  still-births.  284  of  these  occurred  in  maternity  homes  or  in¬ 
stitutions.  ... 


-  2.— SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  PAID  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  total  number  of  visits  was  16,766. 


Welfare  Centres. 


The  days  and  times  of  the  clinic  sessions^  remain  the  same 
Number  on  register  at  end  of  year 


Babies 

Ante-iNatal 

Post-Natal 

Toddlers 


1221 

504 

120 

193 


The  following  summary  shows  the  work  done  : — 


Baby 

Baby 

A.N. 

P.N. 

.  •  ■  . .  . 

Attendances 

Weigh ’gs. 

Mothers. 

Mothers.  Toddlers. 

Victoria  Park  4144 

3884 

682 

96  235 

Westgate 

...  2843 

2672 

607 

32  258 

Haworth 

...  1487 

1183 

220 

3  — 

Morton 

...  1012 

973 

68 

2 

Oakworth 

...  858 

810 

62 

2  — 

The  number  of  infant  consultations  held  by  the  medical  officers 
in  charge  of  the  various  centres  was  3,735.  The  total  number  of 
Toddlers  on  the  registers  shows  a  slight  decrease. 

33  children  were  treated  by  artificial  sunlight.  Minor  ailments 
treated  were  20  and  orthopaedic  cases  treated  were  10. 

The  number  of  mothers  referred  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
for  dental  treatment  was  41.  The  number  of  cases  referred  from 
Toddlers’  Clinics  for  dental  treatment  was  27. 

The  Postural  Clinic  continues  on  similar  lines.  Details  of  this 
work  are  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  current  year. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

4  cases  came  to  notice  during  the  year.  8  cases  were  already 
under  supervision  from  the  previous  year.  86  visits  were  made. 

3.— MILK  DISTRIBUTION. 

The  total  net  cost  of  dried  milk  distributed  was  £10  15s.  Od. 
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WAR-TIME  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  war-time  Day  Nursery,  “Woodbine,”  Skipton  Road,  was 
opened  on  the  24th  November.  It  provides  acocmmodation  for 
40  infants.  The  staff  includes  the  Matron,  Deputy  Matron  and 
Child  Care  Reserve  nurses  in  the  proportion  of  one  per  five  children. 
The  domestic  staff  consists  of  a  cook,  housemaid  and  handyman  ; 
the  day  nursery  operates  under  the  direction  of  the  Day  Nursery 
Management  Committee. 

4.— KEIGHLEY  INFANTS’  AID  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  still  continues  to  readily  co-operate  with  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  even  though  working 
under  considerable  handicaps. 

F -SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Borough  Waterworks  Undertaking  is  described  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1938. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  in¬ 
formation  : — 

Total  consumption  of  water  within  the  Borough  for  the  year 
1941  for  all  purposes — 41.03  gallons  per  day.  For  domestic 
and  unmeasured  purposes — 25.01  gallons  per  day. 

181  samples  of  water  have  been  bacteriologically  examined 
and  the  quality  of  the  filtered  and  treated  water  has  been 
satisfactory. 

1  sample  of  water  has  been  chemically  analysed  and  the  re¬ 
sult  stated  that  the  water  was  of  excellent  organic  purity  well 
suited  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

During  the  year  2,904  linear  yards  of  mains  have  been  scraped 
and  re-coated  in  the  Keighley,  Haworth  and  Oakworth  districts. 

Close  co-operation  between  the  two  Departments  continues  in 
the  matter  of  water  supplies. 

There  are  numerous  private  water  supplies  in  the  district 
which  require  routine  precautionary  sampling  to  detect  permanent 
or  intermittent  pollution.  42  such  samples  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  in  those  cases  where  the  Bacteriologist’s  report  showed 
that  the  water  was  unsatisfactory  according  to  the  standard  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  users  were  advised  of  the 
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pollution  and,  where  practicable,  the  owners  were  requested  to  lay 
on  town’s  supply  of  water.  This  action,  often  after  protracted 
negotiations,  results  in  that  object  being  achieved.  During  the 
year  one  such  private  supply  common  to  40  occupied  premises  was 
replaced  by  the  supply  of  town’s  water.  13  other  houses  were  also 
placed  on  town’s  supply. 

The  two  appeals  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  against  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  requirements  to  provide  a  wholesome  supply  of  water  at 
groups  of  dwellings  in  the  out-districts  mentioned  in  the  1940 
Report  have  now  been  decided.  The  Ministry’s  attitude  is  that 
the  extension  of  town’s  water  service  to  these  districts  is  in  the 
mature  of  a  general  scheme  for  which  the  Corporation  are  respon¬ 
sible  and  that  the  responsibility  of  the  individual  property  owners 
should  be  restricted  to  that  of  connecting  to  a  main  water  service 
supplied  by  the  Corporation.  The  matter  stands  deferred  until 
after  the  War. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  has  been  no  -  evidence  of  river  or  stream  pollution 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  pools  in  the  district, 
but  the  r  orporation  own  two  swimming  baths  of  the  first  and 
second  class  types,  which  are  described  in  the  1938  Report.  Sam¬ 
ples  reveal  the  bath  water  to  be  maintained  at  a  purity  satisfactory 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGjE  DISPOSAL. 

The  five  sewage  disposal  works  are  fully  described  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1938. 

No  extension  to  the  sewerage  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  AND  REFUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  Water  Closets  in  premises,  including  houses  17,995 

No.  of  Waste  Water  do.  do.  ...  2,296 

*No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets  do.  do.  ...  103 

No.  of  privies  (at  farms  where  no  sewer  and/or 

water  supply  is  reasonably  available)  ...  248 

*Not  including  Air-raid  Shelters. 
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345  inspections  were  made  regarding  sanitary  and  refuse  ac¬ 
commodation  in  connection  with  which  the  following  improvements 
were  effected  : — 

27  waste  water  closets  and  35  other  types  of  closets  were  con¬ 
verted  to  water  closets,  4  privy  and  27  W.W.C’s.  were  abolished. 
33  additional  water  closets  were  provided  and  258  water  closets 
were  repaired  or  renewed. 

281  premises  were  provided  with  regulation  dust-bins  in  lieu 
of  unsatisfactory  refuse  receptacles. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 


Total  number  of  premises  dealt  with  . 

Total  inspections  for  nuisances — Dwellings  ... 

Others 

Total  nuisances  found  . 

Number  abated  . 

Inspections  and  re-visits  for  other  Statutory 
Purposes — Inspections  . 

— Re-visits . 

Number  of  Sanitary  Improvements  effected  at 
premises  controlled  by  Public  Health  and 
other  Legislation  . 

Number  of  interviews  . 


4,748 

1,760 

1,739 

1,289 

1,210 

7,232 

3,009 


2,395 

2,714 


NOTICES  SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH. 


Public  Health  Acts 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 
(Workplaces) 
Housing  Acts 
Factories  Act 
Milk  and  Dairies  Orders 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Shops  Act . 


1 

Notices 

Served. 

Notices  Complied  with 
(including  matters 
brought  forward 

from  1940). 

Informal 

1 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

340 

90 

322 

42 

1 

2 

15 

7 

39 

— 

68 

1 

11 

2 

2 

— 

63 

— ’  • 

6 

— 

35 

3 

1 
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HOUSING . 

1. — GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

(a)  Total  Number  of  Houses  in  Borough .  18,396 

(b)  Number  of  working-class  houses  included  in  above  ...  16,464 

(c)  Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1941  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.— OVERCROWDING. 

The  statistics  obtained  following  the  Overcrowding  survey 
required  by  the  Housing  Acts,  1935/1936  have  been  only  partially 
made  use  of  to  the  extent  of  abating  the  grossest  overcrowding,  be¬ 
fore  such  activity  was  interrupted  by  the  War,  preventing  the 
building  of  more  houses. 

War  circumstances  have  resulted  in  large  population  move¬ 
ments  and  have  consequently  rendered  the  statistics  obtained  in 
1936  of  very  little  use  in  estimating  the  current  overcrowding. 
Overcrowding  exists  to  an  unknown  extent  ;  evacuees,  refugees, 
war-time  marriages  and  combinations  of  related  families  finding 
temporary  accommodation  have  complexed  the  whole  situation. 

The  standard  of  technical  overcrowding  is  so  low  as  to  do 
nothing  more  than  legalise  overcrowding  in  so  far  as  a  domestic 
room  must  be  considered  as  a  bedroom  in  estimating  the  “per¬ 
mitted  number”  of  persons  who  may  sleep  in  the  house. 

When  individual  conditions  become  so  bad  it  is  the  usual 
practice  for  the  sufferers  to  apply  for  a  recommendation  for  re¬ 
housing,  and  ten  recommendations  to  the  Housing  Committee  were 
made  on  the  grounds  of  technical  overcrowding  following  52  in¬ 
vestigations.  7  owners  and/or  occupiers  were  required  to  abate 
overcrowding  where  circumstances  indicated  that  such  overcrowding 
was  avoidable.  One  licence  has  been  issued  for  temporary  over¬ 
crowding  due  to  abnormal  circumstances. 

Since  the  operation  of  the  Act  only  4,304  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  the  “permitted  number”  by  the  Department. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES . 

There  are  two  in  the  Borough,  solely  used  by  men,  and  they 
are  well  maintained.  47  inspections  were  made. 
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Inspection  of  Factories. 


1 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  with  Mechanical 

Power  . 

529 

35 

Factories  without  Mechanical 
Power  . 

22 

3 

_ 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

2 

1 

— 

553 

39 

— 

Defects  found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness . 

4 

6 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

1 

i 

i 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Insufficient . 

| 

1 

j  2 

j 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 

209 

i  153 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

7 

i 

1  7 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  . 

27 

1  28 

1 

— 

.  — 

Total  .. 

247 

|  196 

— 

— 
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SITES  FOR  MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 

6  sites  for  movable  dwellings  were  licensed  subject  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  being  brought  up  to  the  standard  specified  in 
the  licences.  The  application  for  licensing  of  a  camping  site  was 
refused. 

OUTWORKERS. 

Lists  were  submitted  by  6  employers,  showing  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  16  persons.  In  every  case  the  premises  were  visited  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Routine  observations  of  chimneys  from  manufactories  have 
been  discontinued.  Formal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  one 
manufactory  from  which  a  gross  nuisance  was  being  experienced 
in  the  form  of  excessive  soot  emission.  The  actioji  taken  resulted 
in  the  firm  adopting  electrification  of  the  offending  plant. 

Soot  Deposit  Gauges.  12  monthly  deposits  collected  in 
gauges  situate  at  the  Public  Baths  and  Morton  Cemetery  are  as 
follows 

306  tons  per  square  mile  and  113  tons  per  square  mile  res¬ 
pectively. 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  THE 
SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

576  inspections  were  made  of  Food  Premises. 

Visits  to.  such  premises  have  been  requested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  their  Circular  2198  of  the  25th  November,  1940.  The 
subject  of  the  Circular  is  Precautions  against  the  spread  of  Ali¬ 
mentary  Infections  such  as  diseases  of  the  Enteric  Group  (Typhoid 
and  Paratyphoid  Fevers),  Dysentery,  Food  Poisoning  and  Intes¬ 
tinal  Parasitism.  The  circular  comments  that  one  of  the  common¬ 
est  causes  of  the  spread  of  the  enteric  diseases  is  the  contamination 
of  food,  including  milk,  by  the  hands  of  persons  excreting  the 
casual  organisms  of  the  disease,  whether  they  are  actually  suffering 
from  the  disease,  or  are  chronic  carriers  of  the  infection,  or  are 
persons  temporarily  excreting  the  casual  organisms  without  them¬ 
selves  being  ill. 
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The  Minister  of  Health  advises  that  the  thorough  washing  of 
their  hands  by  mixers,  bakers,  cooks,  and  all  other  persons  engaged 
in  the  preparation  and  subsequent  handling  of  food  for  sale,  on 
commencing  work  or  resuming  work  after  an  interval,  and  also  after 
every  act  of  defacation  and  urination,  would  go  far  to  exclude  the 
risk  of  the  contamination  of  food  by  the  organisms  which  cause  the 
diseases  referred  to  above.  He,  therefore,  asks  that  cleanliness 
shall  be  observed  by  persons  employed  in  the  room,  both  in  regard 
to  the  room  and  all  articles,  apparatus  and  utensils  therein,  and  in 
regard  to  themselves  and  their  clothing  ;  and  there  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  in,  or  within  reasonable  distance  of,  the  room  suitable  wash¬ 
ing  basins  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  soap,  clean  towels  and  clean 
water,  both  hot  and  cold,  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  the 
room,  and  that  the  Council  should  bring  the  requirements  of  the 
Law  and  these  considerations,  to  the  notice  of  all  persons  engaged 
in  any  trade  or  business  concerned  with  the  preparation  •  or  dis¬ 
tribution  of  food  for  human  consumption  and  should  direct  their 
officers -  to  make  -such  inspections  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
compliance  with  these  requirements. 

The  above  visits  have  been  made  in  order  to  specify  the 
necessary  improvements  at  the  various  food  premises  and  the  works 
have  been  substantially  completed  with  one  exception.  This  firm 
is  the  largest  handler  of  foodstuffs  in  the  town  and  has  consistently 
delayed  in  observing  its  responsibilities  in  this  matter. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  75  bakehouses  in  the  district  of  which  7  are  base¬ 
ment  bakehouses  licensed  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

MEAT  SUPPLY. 

There  are  12  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough 
now  temporarily  closed  due  to  Ministry  of  Foods  centralised 
slaughtering  scheme,  and  these  premises  will  be  dealt  with  at  a 
later  date. 

A  100%  system  of  meat  inspection  is  in  force,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  this  system  the  Inspectors  were  on  duty  at  the  Public 
Abattoir  on  638  occasions  and  on  duty  at  private  slaughterhouses 
on  21  occasions  and  98  special  slaughtering  visits  were  paid  to 
farm  premises  for  occasional  licensed  slaughter  of  pigs. 
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Summary  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  at  the  Public 

Abattoir. 


Cattle 
(Exclud¬ 
ing  Cows) 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Animals  killed  and  inspected 

1248 

925 

656 

10647 

1265 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

8 

7 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

ns 

156 

14 

569 

310 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

9.38 

17.73 

3.20 

5.48 

24.51 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

10 

59 

_ 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

176 

480 

1 

— 

99 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

14.90 

58.27 

0.15 

— 

8.30 

Number  of  Animals  Killed  and  Weight  in  lbs.  of  Unsound 
Meat  Surrendered. 


No.  of 
Animals 
Killed 
and 

Inspected 

Whole 
Carcases . 

Part 

Carcases. 

Offal. 

Total. 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes 

T.B 

Other 

Causes 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes 

T.B 

Other 

Causes 

Cows  . 

925 

29890 

3912 

2679 

307 

12238 

2807 

44807 

7026 

Other  Cattle 

1248 

4959 

555 

499 

432 

4027 

1593 

9485 

2580 

Sheep  . 

10647 

— 

693 

— 

48 

— 

1025£ 

— 

1766^ 

Pigs  . 

1265 

500 

— 

2 

53 

1099 

727£ 

1601 

780| 

Calves  . 

656 

317 

106 

7 

32 

7 

455 

Totals  . 

V 

14741 

35349 

5477 

3180 

946 

17371 

6185 

55900 

12608 

The  total  weight  condemned,  therefore,  was  30  tons,  1 1  cwts. 
2  qrs.,  1  stone,  6  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned  was 
2  tons,  11  cwts.,  2  qrs.,  2  lbs. 


PRINTER’S  ERRATA. 

From  bottom  of  page  19  read  pages  22  and 
23,  then  resume  on  pages  20  and  21. 
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MILK  SUPPLY : 

Production.  In  the  Borough  are  242  cowkeepers  at  248  milk 
farms  housing'  approximately  3,026  cows  in  a  total  of  374  cowsheds. 
48  of  these  farms  are  licensed  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
to  produce  “Accredited”  milk  and  one -to  produce  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  milk. 

Purveying.  There  are  108  wholesale  traders  and  289  retailers, 
the  latter  including  132  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk. 
One  shop-keeper  is  licensed  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)” 
milk,  produced  and  bottled  in  the  Skipton  Rural  District.  One 
licence  to  pasteurise  bulk  milk  was  extended  for  the  year,  and  the 
holder  of  this  licence  retails  pasteurised  milk  at  21  shops  in  the 
district. 

711  visits  to  cowsheds  and  303  visits  to  dairy  premises  were 
made. 

MILK  SAMPLING. 

(a)  To  Ascertain  Cleanliness. 

No.  obtained  and 
sent  to  County 
Laboratory  for 


Examination. 

Grade  of  Milk.  Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Tuberculin 

Tested  — 

1 

47 

Accredited 

36 

11 

43 

Pasteurised 

24 

19 

309 

Ordinary 

201 

108 

Total  400 

261 

139 

or  65.25%*  or  34.75%f 


*Comprises  241  produced  in  Keighley  and  20  elsewhere, 
t Comprises  121  produced  in  Keighley  and  18  elsewhere. 

(b)  For  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

Of  the  above  samples  301  were  examined  by  the  County 
Laboratory  for  presence  of  T.B.  :  10  of  these  were  notified  as  tuber¬ 
culous.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the 
County  Council  took  appropriate  action  which  resulted  in  the 
affected  animals  being  slaughtered. 
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trolling  offensive  trades  generally  were  also  repealed  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  three  years  after  its  commencement,  i.e.,  Oct- 
tober,  1940.  The  adoption  of  bye-laws  is  receiving  the  attention 
of  the  legal  department. 

Number  of  Inspections  made — 129. 

REPRESSION  OF  VERMIN. 

Rats. 

155  visits  were  paid  to  rat  infested  premises  and  advice  given. 

483  visits  were  paid  by  the  Ratcatcher  to  infested  premises  and 
535  rats  were  known  to  have  been  caught  or  baits  taken.  It  is,  of 
course,  impossible  to  record  how  many  rats  have  been  destroyed 
in  addition  to  this  figure  as  a  result  of  advice  given. 

Verminous  Houses  and  Household  Effects. 

The  facilities  for  disinfestation  prior  to  removal  to  Corporation 
houses,  as  described  in  the  1938  report,  are  still  available. 

1  family  passed  through  the  Disinfestation  Station  under  this 
scheme. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Department’s  attention  was 
called  by  complaint  to  192  verminous  houses.  Both  sulphur  di¬ 
oxide  and  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  have  been  applied,  the  latter  by 
a  contractor. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Council's  Inspector  under 
these  Acts  and  senior  officers  of  the  Police  act  as  officers  of  Local 
Authority  for  the  purpose  of  granting  licences  and  other  administra¬ 
tive  duties.  A  summary  of  action  taken  by  all  officers  is  as  follows: 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

In  1941  there  were  5  suspected  cases,  2  of  them  were  confirm¬ 
ed.  The  carcases  of  these  were  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the 
Anthrax  Order  and  the  infected  premises  disinfected  at  the  expense 
of  the  local  authority. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

59  Form  “A”  Notices  were  served.  Of  these  7  were  with¬ 
drawn,  50  animals  were  slaughtered,  and  2  died  before,  slaughter. 
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Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. 

There  were  8  suspected  cases,  none  of  which  was  confirmed  by 
the  Ministry. 

Regulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1922. 

No  Licences  were  issued. 

Sheep  Scab. 

No  notices  were  served. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Order,  1928. 

32  Licences  issued  by  Police  affecting  160  cattle,  29  sheep  and 
29  pigs.  1  Form  “D'*’  notice  served  prohibiting  movement  of 
animals. 

RAG  FLOCKS  ACTS,  1911  to  1928. 

FABRICS  (MISDESCRIPTION)  ACT,  1913. 

No  action  found  necessary. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

14  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  the  Shops  Acts  were  reme¬ 
died,  consisting  of  improved  ventilation,  provision  of  washing 
facilities  and  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation. 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  following  proceedings  arose  out  of  action  taken  during  the 

year 


Acts,  Orders  or 
Regulations 
under  which 
proceedings  were 
taken . 

Remarks. 

Result 

Fines 

£  s.  d. 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 
(Section  3)  .  . 

Deficient  in  meat  con¬ 
tent,  including  horse¬ 
flesh. 

Conviction 

3  0  0 

and  costs 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 
(Section  38). 

Notices  not  displayed 
[indicating  horseflesh 
^content  of  potted”  meUt 

Conviction 

2  10  0 

and  costs 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1938. 
(Section  6) . 

Misleading  label  as  to 
nature,  substance  and 
quality  of  “Vironita” 

Conviction 

40  0  0 

and  costs 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 
(Section  6). 

Misleading  label  as  to 
nature,  substance  and 
quality  of  ‘  ‘Teafusa’  ’ 

Case  dismissed 
with  costs 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 
(Section  3). 

Excessive  water  con¬ 
tent.  44.35°  U.P. 

Conviction 

5  0  0 

and  costs 

Ministry  of  Food 
Orders 

Being  in  possession  of 
meat  other  than  that 
derived  from  a  Mini¬ 
stry  of  Food  Alloca¬ 
tion  Centre. 

Conviction 

. 

10  0  0 
and  costs 

c 


i'.; 


O' 


V.. 

'■/: 


* 

•r” 

v-* 


>■  ) 


!■'  ’ 


» 
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Offences  other  than  Adulteration. 


Article 

Whether 
Formal, 
Informal,  or 
Private 

Nature  of  Irregularity 

Observations 

Potted  Meat 

Informal 

Notices  not  displayed 
indicating  that  the 
commodity  contained 
horseflesh  and  no  ver¬ 
bal  intimation  to  this 
effect  when  supplied 
to  purchaser. 

Legal  proceedings  in  two 
cases.  Both  fined  £1-5-0. 

! 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES. 

236  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  either  the  manufacture,  storage,  or  sale  of  ice 
cream  or  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausage,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 

4  transfers  of  occupiers  were  made. 

Applications  for  the  registration  of  9  unsatisfactory  premises 
are  still  in  abeyance  until  the  premises  are  made  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  Extensive  alterations  in  these  cases  are 
not  practicable  until  after  the  war. 

4  premises  are  registered  under  Section  34  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  wholesale  dealing  in  margarine  and  margarine 
— cheese. 

1  Shop  is  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  artificial  cream 
under  Section  28  of  the  Act. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Number  in  Borough,  72,  comprising  59  Fish  friers,  5  Tanners 
and  Leather  Dressers,  1  Tripe  Boiler,  1  Bone  Boiler  and  Fat  Re¬ 
finer,  2  Tripe  Boilers  and  Gut  Scrapers,  1  Fat  Refiner  and  3  Rag 
and  Bone  Dealers.  Local  order  specifying  the  trade  of  Fish  Fryer 
as  an  offensive  trade  was  repealed  in  October,  1940,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  intimated  that  they  did  not  advocate  the  re¬ 
newal  of  such  Orders  until  the  end  of  the  war.  All  bye-laws  con- 
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G -CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  following  table  gives  the  classified  loads  from  each  district 
during  the  year. 


District 

House  Refuse 

Trade  Refuse 

Night 
Soil 
No.  of 
Pails 

Abat¬ 

toir 

Refuse 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Team 

Motor 

Team 

Motor 

Keighley  Old  Boro' 

1090  ! 

4348 

_ 

264 

4925 

134 

1318 

Riddlesden  &  Morton 

— 

601 

— 

47 

517 

— 

— 

Oxenhope 

515 

— 

— 

— 

3750 

— 

20 

Haworth 

— 

473 

— 

47 

1945 

— 

— 

Newsholme 

— 

14 

— 

_ 

1773 

_ 

— 

Oakworth-Contract 

771 

96 

- 

— 

1150 

_ 

— 

Stanbury -Contract 

117  ! 

l 

i 

— 

3732 

— 

— 

Total 

2493 

5532 

— 

358 

17792 

134 

1338 

The  Cleansing  Department  is  responsible  only  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  and  disposal  of  House  Refuse.  Street  and  Gully  Cleansing, 
Snow  Removal  and  Street  Gritting  comes  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner  despite 
the  fact  that  ever  increasing  Salvage  efforts  and  shortage  of  staff 
have  made  house  refuse  collection  most  irregular.  Very  few  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  on  the  controlled  system  of  tipping 
and  this,  as  with  the  collection,  is  not  at  times  up  to  standard. 

The  Department  has  six  tips  situated  throughout  the  district, 
Marley  1,  Oakworth  2,  (Bogthorn  and  Cemetery)  Oxenhope  1, 
Stanbury  1,  and  Oldfield  1.  The  main  tip  is  at  Marley. 

The  whole  of  the  work  except  Oakworth  and  Stanbury  is  done 

by  direct  labour  ;  these  two  districts  by  contract. 

Salvage. 

Although  salvage  was  carried  on  to  some  extent  before  the 
war  it  has  been  considerably  intensified  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  year  under  review. 
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£ 

s. 

d 

Waste  Paper 

373  tons 

14  cwts. 

1 

qr. 

1681 

14 

10 

Scrap  Iron 

20  ,, 

14  ,, 

3 

qrs. 

41 

11 

6 

Baled  Scrap 

45  ,, 

5  ,, 

3 

,, 

81 

9 

8 

Textiles 

3  ,, 

7  ,, 

2 

, , 

46 

14 

0 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

15  ,, 

3 

, , 

25 

2 

10 

Kitchen  Waste 

20  ,, 

17  ,, 

3 

, , 

41 

15 

0 

Bones 

10  ,, 

2  ,, 

2 

, , 

35 

8 

5 

Bottles  &  Jars 

1,503  dozens 

25 

13 

4 

Total 

474  tons 

18  cwts. 

1 

qr. 

1979 

9 

7 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  approximately  84  tons  of  metals 
have  been  sold  by  other  Departments  which  realised  £321,  bringing 
the  total  value  of  Salvage  to  £2,300. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  for  the  energetic  way  in  which 
they  have  carried  out  their  duties. 


. 


■ 


